THE   REIGN   OF  ELIZABETH

it higher than the individual minister and the
officers chosen by his congregation ; so would
the little churches of the New Testament be
reproduced. This was the doctrine, as it
seems, of Robert Browne, the father of
English Independency. He was not a Separ-
atist, who would have only voluntary
" gathered ehurcbres." When he fell into
trouble in England and fled to Scotland he
was promptly imprisoned, for the doctrine
of Independency seemed anarchical to Pres-
byterians. Both of these types of Puritans
were ready to accept the national Church, if
it were reformed to their mind. They asserted
that it would not be a new but only an
improved Church if they had their way ; and
even now, imperfectly reformed as it was>
they allowed that there was no actual sin in
attending the services of its stricter clergy.
The Independent Church established in New
England was of this type. Its members
regarded themselves as belonging to the Church
of England. They had a parochial system,
ancTin Massachusetts a state position till 1884.
But the bitterness of oppression drove some
Elizabethans into actual Separatism. They
would make no compromise. For them
attendance at church because it was the
national Church was a compliance with Anti-